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Indian American singer Anuradha Palakurthi hits 

all the high notes with ease in her musical ballads. 

So when it came time to bring exceptional sound, 

style and visual performance home, this same level 

of quality and ease were paramount. That’s why the 

Palakurthi’s turned to Magnolia. There, not only did 

they find the right products and solutions, but they 

also experienced a level of service that would ensure 

their system would be everything they dreamed it 

could be.  

Theatrical bliss

The theater, like in many homes, is the heart of this 

entertainment installation, which is saying a lot for 

such a well-appointed home. It has the best of the 

best cinematic components and it all starts with the 

sound. If you’ve ever been in a Magnolia Design 

Center theater, located inside select Best Buy stores,  

and received a demo of their all-encompassing sound 

system, this home is no different. Bowers & Wilkins 

Diamond Series theater speakers surround the room 

creating a 7.4.4 Dolby Atmos system. That’s three 

front speakers, two sides and two rear speakers, with 

4 Dolby Atmos in-ceiling speakers and four, yes four, 

earth-shaking subs. It’s a real sight to behold, because 

you don’t see a single speaker. The front speakers are 

hidden behind the acoustically transparent Stewart 

Screen, with the sides, rears and subs hidden behind 

acoustic paneling. Even the Dolby Atmos in-ceiling 

speakers are hidden within the Starry Night ceiling 

– so while you don’t see a single speaker, when you 

crank this system up, you sure hear it. And with the 

Sony 4K laser projector with the Panamorph lens, the 

picture quality is as exceptional as the sound. 

But that’s not all that makes this theater 

amazing. System Designer Casey Queenan and team 

then took this room to another level. Partnering with 

Acoustic Innovations, the room’s acoustic panels not 

only hide the speakers, but help them perform at their 

peak by eliminating echo and reverberation, putting 

every sonic note right where it needs to be. Magnolia 

HITTING ALL THE RIGHT   NOTES

This outstanding home 
theater features a Sony 
885ES laser projector with 
a Panamorph lens that 
delivers a 4K picture to the 
130" perforated Stewart 
screen. Behind the screen 
are the front three speakers 
of the Bowers & Wilkins 
7.4.4 Dolby Atmos speaker 
system. To complete the 
cinematic look, there is 
a Starry Night ceiling, 
acoustic treatments, plus 
theater chairs and  carpet 
by Acoustic Innovations. 



G E T  I N S P I R E D  @  B E S T B U Y . C O M / M A G N O L I A   76 |  M A G N O L I A  M A G A Z I N E

also worked with Acoustic Innovations to provide the 

seating, the Starry Night ceiling, even the carpet. 

For power, this system is backed by McIntosh 

amplifiers, a McIntosh processor and Bowers & Wilkins 

amps for the subs. Then, for content, a Kaleidescape 

player, Oppo 4K Blu-ray player and Apple TVs were 

installed to the massive equipment rack. 

“This theater is a prime example of what 

Magnolia and Best Buy can do,” Casey told us. “We 

can build you an actual theater-theater. And while 

this isn’t a gigantic room, we were still able to put in a 

130-inch screen, Bowers & Wilkins sound, and every 

element of a top-notch cinema. You go in there and 

you don’t feel like you’re in a house.”

Mrs. Palakurthi added, “The theater is the cherry 

on top of this whole project. We watch movies, my 

music videos, football; it’s a lot of fun. And it’s funny, 

because when I do house tours for new guests, my 

husband always takes over and shows them the server 

room and the theater, that’s how much he loves it!” 

Distributing audio & video

What started as the homeowner wanting 17 OLED 

TVs, for every room in the home, turned into a 

conversation about a whole lot more. “Mr. Palakurthi 

is a technology expert, so our conversations moved 

deeper into distributed audio and video – and he 

really got into the idea of the Savant smart system 

as well,” Casey told us. “It was these conversations 

that opened this job to having distributed audio 

and video on every floor. There are 32 zones of 

audio. Each room, even the bathrooms, the master 

closet and hallways, have speakers. So you can have 

different music in different rooms or all the same 

music throughout the house. And in the basement, 

there’s even an analogue plug-in, so a band can plug 

into that and play their live music throughout every 

speaker in the house while Mrs. Palakurthi sings.” 

Because Mrs. Palakurthi is a recording artist, Mr. 

Palakurthi wanted the best quality audio he could get 

in the family room to listen to her music. So he brought 

in Bowers & Wilkins 800 Series Diamonds. But as 

Anuradha told us, “They were too big for me, they 

sounded amazing, but I didn’t like the look. I wanted 

a very clean look aesthetically, and the wallpaper TV 

and speakers blend in perfectly.” These new speakers 

are the slimmer, more modest 700 Series and they 

rock pretty hard themselves. 

Even when you step outside, the exceptional 

audio doesn’t stop. Ten Sonance SLS speakers and 

a sub surround the pool, all pointing in toward the 

seating area. Casey noted, “This allows them to keep 

the volume low and still have great audio everyone 

can hear.” 

Right: With 32 zones of 
audio, even the outside 
has great sound with 10 
Sonance SLS speakers  
and a sub. 

Below: The downstairs 
family room featrures a 
77" LG OLED TV with dual 
Sonance in-wall speakers 
for premium sound. 

“I wanted a very clean look aesthetically, and the 
wallpaper TV and speakers blend in perfectly.”

In the main family room, style 
was paramount. The elegant 
65" LG Wallpaper TV has an 
absolutely minimal profile, 
while the Bowers & Wilkins 703 
speakers not only look amazing, 
they sound exceptional.  
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Smarter than smart control

When you have a home with this many zones of audio and video, 

plus Lutron HomeWorks lighting control and other smart products, 

controlling it all with a simple-to-use system is key. The Savant system 

delivers this and makes everything one-button easy. Casey explained, 

“It’s not just audio, video and lighting control in this home, it’s the 

surveillance and the Savant door station. You can even control the 

garage door. With the security camera in the garage, they can be 

alerted when the door opens and see who is home, or open the door 

for deliveries, then close it back up to keep packages safe.”

With a system this size, with this many components, strong Wi-

Fi is essential. For that, 14 Ruckus indoor access points were installed, 

with two more outside. Casey noted, “Everything stays connected to 

the network no matter where you are.” 

In the end, even with all this technology, it was essential to keep 

things simple. Anuradha told us, “It was all about ease and removing 

physical remotes. Initially I was very opposed to this smart home idea, 

because I thought it would be too complicated. But I can navigate 

it, and I’m not very tech savvy. And it’s very easy to use from our 

phones and iPads. We’ve even had a few power outages and, with our 

generator, everything works just fine, so that’s not a concern either.”

It takes a village

When it comes to a job this complex, it takes a dedicated group 

to ensure everything works flawlessly. Then you also need a group 

ready should anything ever go wrong. Casey told us, “When you work 

with Magnolia and Best Buy, you get a village. We have installers, 

engineers, project managers; we all come together to make sure 

everything works as it’s supposed to. When we started this job, a lot 

of this was new technology, which we were excited about, and when 

you’re excited about the technology, the client is excited about the 

technology.” 

The Palakurthi’s also appreciated that this is a complex system, 

and help can be needed down the road. “I like the fact I can call or text 

Casey whenever we need something, and he responds very quickly,” 

Anuradha told us. 

When you’re ready to create the ultimate home entertainment 

system, we’re ready with the products, brands, solutions and know-

how to bring your dream system to life. 

“ It’s not just audio and video  
control in this home: it’s the 
lighting, surveillance and the 
Savant door station.

The heart of the beast
These three white boxes are called DAVE (Distributed Audio/
Video Enclosure) panels. This is where all of the speaker, ethernet, 
CAT6 and CAT7 and coax lines are terminated after installation. 
This is proprietary to Best Buy, and allows the racks to be built 
offsite, then easily connected. This also makes troubleshooting, 
updating and product swaps much easier. 
 
This home also uses fiber optics for all video sources.  
Fiber optics picks up where CAT6 leaves off in terms of data 
transmission.  Fiber can carry a 4K HDR video signal longer 
lengths than CAT6 with less compression: it’s a better signal 
faster.  It’s distributed video with no signal loss from today’s 
high resolution video sources.

Top: From security cameras 
to the 16 Ruckus wireless 
access points, inside or out, 
Magnolia has this family 
network covered. 

Below: Project Manager,  
Sean Ludwig; System Designer, 
Casey Queenan; Custom Services 
Technician, Kyle Frazier and  
Project Manager, William Bowers.


