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A CINEMA-SIZED DREAM
THE BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE, IS NOW IN YOUR HOUSE

MAGNOLIA | Where home entertainment & smart home dreams come to life. 
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At Magnolia, we often talk about having whole-home audio, video and smart 

home solutions. With floorstanding speakers and big screen TVs for your family 

room, architectural speakers and waterproof models for your bedroom and bath, 

theaters for your basement, plus outdoor audio and video gear, there’s no place 

in or outside your home we can’t improve with our premium products. Then, add 

appliances from Pacific Sales (another Best Buy brand you can find within select 

stores) as well as Best Buy itself, and suddenly every aspect of your life, not just 

your home, is touched with the joy of technology. It’s these whole life solutions 

that bring us together and make our lives easier, more convenient and more fun. 

Inside these pages you’ll find examples of how not only Magnolia, but the entire 

family of Best Buy brands makes this possible in unique and interesting ways. We 

hope we’re able to inform, inspire and open your mind to what’s possible. Life is 

short, let us help you enjoy every minute of it.  

If you want to learn more about Magnolia check us out here: 

facebook.com/MagnoliaExperience BestBuy.com/Magnolia

Whole life solutions.

Welcome to         magazine

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=LG+OLED+TVs&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
https://www.facebook.com/MagnoliaExperience/
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/electronics/magnolia/pcmcat1529524080138.c?id=pcmcat1529524080138
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When you work with Magnolia, you have 

specialists who are experts at every phase 

of the project. From System Designers 

who work with you to design your system, to Project 

Managers, Installers, Engineers and even this lesser 

known team, the Magnolia Rack Builders. Located in 

a dedicated facility in Lakeville, Minnesota, this team 

does one thing, and they do it really well—they build 

you the perfect rack for your system. And because the 

rack is the heart of your home entertainment system, 

where the components live and breath, these high-

tech surgeons are key to ensuring your entire system is 

working perfectly. 

One of a kind

While you may never see this small team of rack building 

connoisseurs, their work is legendary. Praised for their 

quality and craftsmanship, they really are a novelty. Rack 

Technician Supervisor Kyle Harklerode told us, “We’re the 

only company I’m aware of that has a dedicated team just 

for building A/V racks. Everyone on the team has custom 

installation experience. We’ve seen what’s done in the 

field and can build an ideal state rack because we have 

the right tools, time, design and experience.” 

“We also have the benefit of having the rack 

build team and engineering team working hand-

in-hand, so we’re at the forefront of whatever 

technologies are next – and we’re testing these 

innovations at this lab well before clients ever see 

them in their homes.” 

Lucas Cervi, Engineering Manager for Custom 

Home Services, added, “Unlike others who maybe 

build a few racks a year as ‘part’ of their job—we do 

this every day and we’re extremely good at it. We 

have a uniform standard that we hold ourselves to: 

how the wiring should look, how it’s laid out, properly 

trimmed and labeled cables, and organizing the rack 

appropriately. We have been doing this so long, 

we can make this look better than anyone else—

prompting many to say that the wiring on the back of 

these racks looks as beautiful as the equipment you 

see on the front.” 

So not only does this give you a rack that is 

perfectly built, but it also saves you, the client, time. 

“We’re saving the client at least a week of having 

installers build the rack in their home,” Kyle told us. 

“And when we finish a rack, not only is all the wiring 

ready to go, but it comes in pre-programmed: we can 

load firmware, set up power supplies and do anything 

needed to get the rack ready for when it’s delivered 

to the home.” 

Making things easy

In addition to this custom rack capability, this group 

also makes what’s called a DAVE panel. Lucas 

explains, “The DAVE panel is a Distributed Audio/

Video Enclosure that we build here and put in 

people’s homes where their rack is going to go. The 

installation team that does all of the wiring inside the 

walls of the house terminates all these wires at this 

panel. This is a tremendous benefit as it allows the 

installers to test and verify the system before the rack 

is put in. Then, when the rack is delivered, it’s a simple 

plug and play execution—we connect the bundle of 

wires from the rack components into the DAVE panel 

and we’re done. And because the rack and the DAVE 

panel are all labeled, installation is clear and easy, and 

replacement, updates and services are just as easy, 

which sure beats the rats-nest of wires you can get 

with other integrators.”

Ready for you

You may think that an added service like this is just 

for a few select customers or projects. Not true, these 

custom-built racks are available to clients around the 

U.S. Unless the rack is going in a place that it can’t 

be reached via a delivery, and must be built on-site, 

the Magnolia rack building team is ready to build  

you one of these masterpieces. So, when you 

want expert service at every level of your home 

entertainment project, look no further than Magnolia 

and get the ultimate system, and a rack, that is truly a 

step above. 
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RACKING UP 
PERFECTION

It’s a team sport. With the 
rack building team and 
engineering team working 
together, Magnolia is able to 
be at the forefront of what’s 
next in the industry, passing 
that knowledge, experience 
and technology on to you. 
Below: The DAVE panel in all 
its glory. 

The team behind the build: 
Engineering Manager for 

Custom Home Services, 
Lucas Cervi; Custom Rack 
Technician, Chad Oehler; 

Rack Technician Supervisor, 
Kyle Harklerode and  

Custom Rack Technicians 
Matthew Fanning and  

Jason Brewer.
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EASY, 
SMART 
SOUTHERN 
STYLE 

Easy. It’s one thing to say it, it’s another to make it so, and making anything 

easy is a work of art. But with Magnolia as your Picasso, every brush stroke 

is so well thought out, that in the end you get a system that is one-button 

simple. Then, when you add in Pacific Sales, which offers luxury appliances inside 

select Best Buy stores, you have the picture-perfect solutions for your kitchen as 

well. From front door to back patio, Best Buy, Magnolia and Pacific Sales were able 

to provide this Oklahoma family with everything they needed under one roof, so 

everything under their roof is as enjoyable, efficient and—oh yes—easy as possible. 

6 |  M A G N O L I A  M A G A Z I N E
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Take control

For Cory and Masey Listen, the owners of this stunning 

southern home, ease and control were paramount. 

And, for Cory especially, having everything work 

together seamlessly was a must. With the integrated 

Savant system, the Listen family can control all their 

home entertainment gear, plus their lights, window 

blinds, AC, pool and even their front gate, from a 

single smartphone or tablet. 

“We wanted something that’s easy and looks 

beautiful,” Cory told us. “I wanted to be able to 

add more and more through time. Being able to 

implement scenes where all of those products can 

work in unison to create an atmosphere is not only 

impressive, but, more importantly, practical. One 

thing that was extremely appealing to me was how 

Savant sets up scenes and integrates them into either 

Google Home or Amazon Alexa. We have a busy life, 

as most folks do, with our family and being on the go. 

So now when I walk in the door, I can tell Google, ‘turn 

on pool party,’ and Google knows, because Savant 

tells it, and the window blinds open, the waterfall by 

the pool turns on, the landscape speakers turn on 

to my favorite station, and the pool lights come up. 

And I don’t have to go to those sources and spend 

10 minutes doing all of those things: it’s one voice-

command simple.” 

“One of the things you can’t buy in this world 

is time, and the days of old are exactly that—old. Now 

I can say what I want to happen, and it’s done. That’s 

what I wanted, and that’s what we got.” 

With Savant, the Listen family also got what’s 

called video over IP. As Magnolia Lead Custom 

Installer Carson Ellis explained, “Savant’s video over 

IP allows the Listens to have one main location for all 

their cable boxes, their Kaleidescape movie player 

and their Blu-ray player. With video over IP, the family 

can access any of these video players on any TV in  

the house.” 

This solution has multiple advantages. First, 

it allows your video sources (TVs and projector) to 

be clear of any and all components (cable boxes, 

receivers or other video sources), so you get an 

incredibly clean look. Second, it lets you limit your 

components, while allowing every TV to access the 

ones you do have. No longer can only one room use 

Kaleidescape: every room can. It’s smart, convenient 

and designer friendly. 

Throwing some shade

Automated shades are nothing new for Magnolia. But shades from Screen 

Innovations are. Yes, the company known for theater screens now makes automated 

window shades that were just what Cory and family were looking for. And with 

Cory’s affinity for brand loyalty, having the same brand that made their theater 

screen and window blinds was the perfect solution. 

Magnolia System Designer Chris Thailing explained, “This house has a ton 

of windows, and we wanted to find the best, and least intrusive, shade we could. 

After talking with Jason Russell from Screen Innovations, this new brand of window 

blinds seemed like the right solution for this house.” 

“We offer the smallest cassette in the industry at 2.75 inches,” Jason told us. 

“The powder coat options we offer also matched their window trims very nicely. 

It gave them something that would blend in, not only with the small cassette but 

with the color as well.”

With Magnolia’s close relationship with Screen Innovations, Cory was able to 

meet up with Jason at the Magnolia Design Center and work out the details. “We 

went through fabric options, colors, and the amount of privacy they wanted for 

each room from the shades,” Jason added. Now the Listens have style, design and 

functionality with automated blinds that truly have become one with their home. 

These stunning Screen 
Innovations automated 
window blinds blend in 
perfectly with the home’s 
decor while offering the 
shade and privacy the 
Listens desired.Want simple home control? 

Savant is designed to 
integrate with Google 

Home or Amazon Alexa 
for easy, voice-activated 
control. Or, you can use 

your smartphone or tablet 
to control everyting whether 

you’re home or away. 

This luxury shower includes a 
Sonance Extreme waterproof  

speaker and 24" TV to help 
keep up with the news or 

your favorite shows. 

Find out more about  
Sonance speakers HERE

Find out more  
about Savant HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=Sonance+Speakers&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-brands/savant/pcmcat1528757517760.c?id=pcmcat1528757517760
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More than home entertainment

When you’re inside a Best Buy store that includes 

a Magnolia Design Center and Pacific Sales, you 

instantly have a place where you can source all your 

premium audio, video and smart home solutions 

with luxury appliances as well. Chris told us, “When 

we come into any home, we introduce Pacific Sales 

to the homeowners and their general contractors.  

We try to make Magnolia and Pac Sales a one-stop 

shop for everything, so you don’t have to go to one 

place for appliances, one place for the theater—it’s all 

right here.”

Cory added, “Everyone knows Best Buy; but 

when you see places like Pacific Sales as an arm of 

premium appliances, and Magnolia for A/V, you 

see that this one place can maintain a high level of 

products and services.” 

Now, not only could the Listen family get their 

home entertainment gear and premium appliances 

all from one place, these purchases also allowed 

Cory to rack up Best Buy Rewards points so he could 

get other fun things from Best Buy. “I’m a movie and 

music buff; if it’s got electronics, I’m game,” Cory 

mentioned.  “To get Best Buy Rewards points, so I can 

get some more fun stuff, it’s a really great bonus.”

Backed by a team of experts

Premium care, it’s what separates a “here today, gone 

tomorrow” integrator from a partner that will be there 

for the entirety of your home entertainment journey. 

Cory was well aware of this, as he notes the great 

service he got from Magnolia. 

“For this new house, it was important to get 

not only quality products, but quality service. When 

we started this project, I didn’t want to have just one 

or two guys behind it, but a team. We’re all humans 

and we all get sick or take vacation, and I didn’t want 

to be subject to just one or two people taking care 

of me. With Magnolia, we get a level of service that 

is strategically put in place from start to finish and 

beyond, with a team of employees, all dedicated to 

their task within the project.”

“We started with Chris, who created the plan 

for our home. He went to the engineering team and 

they did the blueprint—a physical blueprint of where 

everything was going to go. One of the things I 

was really impressed with was the pre-wire: not just 

Magnolia’s ability to perform a pre-wire, but how 

they planned for the future, which is great. The open 

communication and having someone set for each 

level of service was spectacular.” 

Then, when it came to after care, Magnolia 

did not disappoint. As Chris explained, “With Cory’s 

previous integrator, it could take 2 –3 weeks to get out 

here to fix something; then he would get charged 

hundreds of dollars. With Magnolia Care, we can get 

out in days and fully resolve the problem, and it’s all 

included in the program.” 

Cory concluded, “Every project has its hiccups. 

Any time you have a project of this size, you have 

things to tweak and things to fix later on. Having a 

team that can tolerate change and offer feedback 

with substance behind it is important. When you can 

make a call and they can be out in a day rather than 

a week, there’s a lot to be said for that. You can’t put  

a price on that kind of service.”

When you’re ready for this level of service, 

from home entertainment to appliances, look no 

further than the Best Buy family of brands, including 

Magnolia and Pacific Sales, and bring your entire 

home together. All in one trip. 

“With Magnolia, we get a level of service that is 
strategically put in place from start to finish and beyond.”

The Listen family got their 
premium, commercial grade 

KitchenAid appliances at  
Pacific Sales located inside 

select Best Buy stores. Together 
with Magnolia, they outfitted 

their entire home from a single  
Best Buy location. 

The guys behind the 
greatness: System Designer, 
Donnie Gardner; Project 
Manager, Patrick Carr; 
Programmer, Yo Kim; 
Specialty Sales Manager, 
Bo Dalthorp; Lead Installer, 
Mike Giroux; System 
Designer, Chris Thailing; 
Service Technician, Jeremy 
Little; Screen Innovations 
Director of Sales, Jason 
Russell and Lead Custom 
Installer, Carson Ellis. 

Watch this smart home 
come to life.

Check out this video of TV 
host and interior designer 
Matt Muenster showing off 
the capabilities of this 
incredible smart home here: 
BestBuy.com/MSmartHome

Find out more about  
Pacific Sales HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/electronics/pacific-sales/pcmcat249300050012.c?id=pcmcat249300050012
https://www.bestbuy.com/MSmartHome
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When people begin to design their 

kitchens, they put a great deal of 

thought into the countertops, the 

backsplash, the hardware. And then, when it comes 

to the appliances, they have the choice of stainless 

steel or… stainless steel. The only real option seems 

to be which brand to choose. 

With the Café Customizable Professional 

Collection, appliances are no longer an afterthought. 

They are now an integral part of the kitchen design 

process, with color and hardware options to integrate 

perfectly with the modern designs of today’s kitchens. 

3 x 4 = Options

Maggie Bellinger, designer of the Café Collection, spent years coming up with 

the right colors and hardware options to allow consumers the ability to integrate 

appliances not only into their kitchen, but into their personal aesthetic, much 

like they would any other element in their home. As Maggie explained, “We let 

these appliances effortlessly reflect your style while giving you the power of 

intention when designing your kitchen. And it does all this without sacrificing on 

performance. As we like to say, it’s stylish cooking that performs.” 

To achieve their design goal, providing options was paramount. “With Café, 

we wanted to give customers multiple base finishes with the ability to swap out the 

hardware. You can swap out your cabinet hardware, why can’t you swap out your 

appliance hardware and let it update and change with you as your aesthetics change?” 

CAFÉ 
COLLECTION 

Style, Design & Performance

Top: Designer Gretchen Black
Above: Café Collection 
Designer Maggie Bellinger
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So, Café offers three appliance color options; 

stainless, matte white and matte black; plus four 

unique brushed hardware options: bronze, copper, 

black and stainless. Maggie walked us through the 

thinking of these choices.

“First, stainless. It has proven to stand the test of 

time. It reflects the colors and materials in the space 

and allows it to harmonize. Then, we wanted clients 

to rethink; ‘can black be luxury, can white be luxury?’ 

And yes, of course they can. White is one of the 

most common colors of luxury automobiles. White is 

considered luxury and high-end in other industries, 

yet it is not perceived that way in appliances. We 

added a little pearlescence, a little metallic sheen, a 

little more stone-like feeling, so you want to go up 

and touch it. This all helped breathe life back into 

white. And using the color white throughout kitchens 

is very popular right now and will continue to be, so 

if people want their appliances to recede into their 

space we want to give them that option with white.” 

“For black, we thought, salt and pepper, a 

way to recede into dark cabinetry or contrast with 

white cabinetry; and we’re seeing both. We knew it 

would harmonize well with other materials too. Since 

kitchens are opening up to the rest of the house, and 

you don’t see stainless anywhere else in the home, 

why do you have a stainless steel box in your kitchen? 

There was all this thinking about home décor and 

finishes, softening up the kitchen space—and the 

matte blacks and matte whites are found throughout 

the rest of the home, so we thought: let’s pull them 

into the kitchen.”

“For the hardware,” Maggie explained, “we 

were looking for metals that would stand the test 

of time. We wanted to bring warmth back into the 

kitchen with bronze and copper. Together with the 

appliance and hardware colors, customers have a 

host of solutions to bring color and design detail back 

into the kitchen.” 

Putting a designer flair into appliances

With the Café Collection, appliances are no longer 

an afterthought in the design of your kitchen, they 

are integrated into it much like a couch, coffee table 

or TV stand might be in your family room. This idea 

of putting appliances at the forefront of design has 

been a game changer, as designer Gretchen Black 

explained. “One of the most exciting aspects of 

the Café Collection is that, as a designer, I would 

typically send clients to their appliance meeting by 

themselves—because they only had stainless steel 

as an option. Now with Café, with their finishes and 

hardware options, I’m attending these meetings to 

incorporate these appliances into their kitchens. It’s 

been fun to see appliances be an interesting design 

material in the kitchen: becoming the jewels of the 

kitchen as they should be.”

Gretchen went on to say, 

“My husband and I recently 

designed two spec homes, 

one kitchen around the matte 

black and one around the 

matte white. And we were able 

to bring in design to match these appliances. People 

really resonated with the feel of these spaces because 

it makes the kitchen unique. This high-end look is 

now attainable for nearly anyone to have the luxury 

look they’ve been craving. They have a built-in feel, 

and with today’s open floor plans, they help bring 

cohesiveness to the entire space; everything feels like 

it goes together.” 

Bringing design home

Much like how Magnolia integrates premium audio, 

video and smart home technology into your home’s 

décor, the Café Collection allows you to bring 

premium design into your kitchen. With Best Buy and 

Magnolia, you can outfit your entire house with style 

and performance that will make your home the talk of 

the neighborhood. To experience the Café Collection, 

come into your nearest Best Buy store, or if you’d 

prefer, we offer free in-home consultations where we 

come to your home to show you what’s possible. 

“ We wanted to bring 
warmth back into 
the kitchen with 
bronze and copper.”

Top Left Clockwise: Matte white 
range with brushed bronze  
hardware, matte black dishwasher 
with brushed black hardware, 
matte white dishwasher with 
brushed bronze hardware, matte 
black refrigerator with brushed 
stainless hardware. 
Center: The simple Café cuff which 
is treated like a piece of jewelry 
on the handles showcase Café’s 
stylish branding approach.

Photography provided by Carley Summers.

Find out more about Café Customizable 
Professional Collection HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/brands/cafe-appliances/pcmcat1535052809504.c?id=pcmcat1535052809504
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There’s a look, a feel, a style that exudes not only opulence, but shows a level of passion you don’t 

find just anywhere. Inside this California home, you’ll find a home theater that takes the movie-going 

experience to a whole new level with a flair and style usually reserved for boutique cinemas. Then, when 

you step outside, this enthusiasm continues in a space that combines outdoor entertainment with the glorious 

California sea and sun. At the heart of all this is the passion of Magnolia employees determined to create a home 

entertainment experience that looks amazing, works great and satisfies this homeowner’s every wish. 

A CALIFORNIA DREAM    
REALIZED 

This dream 7.2.4 Dolby Atmos theater 
features an Acoustic Geometry starry 
night ceiling with Milky Way feature, a 
Sony 4K projector with Bowers & Wilkins 
CT8 speakers mounted behind the 180" 
Stewart perforated screen, and it’s all 
powered by McIntosh components. 

A cinematic dream

It’s one thing to have a home theater. It’s another 

to create this: a majestic cinema, complete with 

everything from style, function and a whole lot of 

panache. As the homeowner told us, “I wanted to 

encapsulate what a true home theater is all about, 

with the giant screen and the amazing sound, but I 

also wanted to add comfort and style with the ultimate 

equipment.”

Magnolia System Designer Mike Ybarra 

explained, “When the homeowner walked into our 

store, I showed him the theater room and gave him 

a demo, and I think it opened his eyes to what’s 

possible.” 

To take the in-store experience to the next 

level, Magnolia began working with the homeowner’s 

contractor to design and build out one impressive 

home theater. It started with a Sony 4K projector and a 

180" Stewart perforated screen, with the perforations 

allowing Magnolia to hide the front speakers of the 

7.2.4 Dolby Atmos sound system behind it. For this 

room-shaking sound, the homeowner chose the 

same Bowers & Wilkins CT 8 theater speakers he had 

experienced in the store; then he powered it all with 

iconic McIntosh components. And with the theater 

components in place, the room took shape with 

Acoustic Innovations massaging theater seats and an 

Acoustic Geometry starry night sky complete with the 

Milky Way, Saturn and shooting stars. 

“Every time you walk in that room, it’s like 

walking into one of the finest commercial theaters,” 

Mike told us. “Obviously it’s not as big, but it feels so 

amazing because it’s an all-encompassing screen and 

full surround sound experience.”

 

Find out more about  
Sony projectors HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=Sony+Projectors&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
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Love – Love: It’s more than just a tennis score

When you step into the outdoor spaces of this 

home, there’s a very smooth elegance. The views 

are spectacular—with the Pacific Ocean off in the 

distance and a cool breeze in the air. To compliment 

this relaxing environment, the homeowner wanted to 

add an outdoor TV and some audio, but that simple 

request turned into so much more. With audio being 

of paramount importance, Magnolia wanted to do 

more than just put up some speakers on the façade 

of the covered gazebo. Mike told us, “With this space, 

we thought the SLS system from Sonance would 

work best. This system surrounds your yard with 

small speakers that distribute even, clear, amazing 

sound. So, we brought out our Sonance demo kit. The 

homeowner loved it, and we reached out to Sonance 

to design the whole backyard sound system—and they 

chose where each speaker and sub should go for the 

most optimal listening experience.”

The homeowner added, “The sound was 

important because I wanted to enjoy the outdoors. 

And, because it can be sectioned off, I can listen to 

what I want—whether inside or outside of the house.”

With the homeowner being such a tremendous 

tennis fan, Magnolia was asked to put the Seura 65" 

class outdoor TV in a place where he could play and 

watch, all at the same time. Now the homeowner can 

take video tennis lessons right on the court. “I wanted 

to be able to multi-task, to play and watch the matches. 

I follow the matches all over the world. And because 

I can do all of these things in that space—watch TV, 

listen to music—I call it my outdoor living room.” 

 From the 65" Seura all-weather TV inside 
the tennis court to the Sonance SLS 

outdoor speakers that surround the yard, 
it’s no wonder the homeowner calls this 

his outdoor living room.  

“I wanted to be able to 
multi-task, to play and 

watch the matches.  
I follow the matches  
all over the world.”

Find out more about  
Sonance speakers HERE

Find more outdoor 
inspiration HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-inspiration/outdoor-living/pcmcat1528730925725.c?id=pcmcat1528730925725
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=sonance+outdoor+speakers&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
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People, the biggest difference makers

In the end, it’s all about relationships. As Magnolia Project Manager Craig Nix 

told us, “This project has only grown the way it has because of the relationship 

that Mike created with this client. All of this has developed because we have a 

good client and he has a good relationship with the System Designer.”

The homeowner agreed, “I went to Best Buy and saw Magnolia and 

they were very accessible. With other integrators, you’re dealing with an 

impersonal company. But at Magnolia, you’re working with individuals who 

know what they’re doing—with lots of products and programming capability—

and they have the people who can make it all come to life.” 

Whether inside or out, when you’re ready to take your home 

entertainment game to the next level, look no further than Magnolia, where 

your only limit is your imagination. 

The team behind the dream: 
Project Manager, Craig Nix; 
Specialty Sales Manager, John 
Christman; Installer, Thomas 
Perrine; Lead Custom Installer, 
Kyle Meissner and System 
Designer, Michael Ybarra.

“Every time you walk in that room, it’s like walking 
into one of the finest commercial theaters.”

Movies. TV. Music. Games. However you entertain, always fill the room. The Studio Advance and Studio Slim sound bar 

systems — now with Chromecast Built-in, HDMI 4K and HDR support. This is what obsession sounds like.

Hear it at your local Magnolia store.

ALWAYS FILL THE ROOM

STUDIO SLIMSTUDIO ADVANCE

Definitive Technology, LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Sound United Inc. Definitive Technology is a registered trademark of Definitive Technology, LLC
Google, Chromecast, Google Play and other related marks are trademarks of Google LLC

Find more home theater 
inspiration HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-inspiration/home-theater/pcmcat1528730107368.c?id=pcmcat1528730107368
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=definitive+technology+studio&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys


Sonos has a mantra: to empower listeners 

to enjoy what they want, how they want, where they 

want. But until recently, the “how they want” didn’t include 

architectural speakers, and the “where they want” didn’t include 

outside. Thankfully, Sonos has taken their amazing, whole home audio 

system and broken into ceilings and walls, and even through them, with 

great outdoor products. And with Magnolia, you can get these solutions 

installed perfectly, so your only concern is what to listen to and where to 

listen to it. 

Architectural style

When Sonos teamed up with Sonance—the inventors of the architectural 

speaker—they moved from the stand-alone wireless speaker realm into the 

architectural speaker world. This collaboration afforded Sonos the ability 

to provide its customers with not only in-wall and in-ceiling options, but 

multiple outdoor speaker options as well (which we’ll talk about later). 

With their shared commitment to superior sound and great design, Sonos 

and Sonance partnered to create stellar architectural speakers that were 

designed from the ground up to deliver crystal clear sound and 

a comfortable listening experience from anywhere in the 

room. This was made possible when the engineers at 

Sonos and Sonance developed speakers that, when 

paired with the Sonos Amp, have the ability to calibrate 

to your room using Sonos TruePlay™ tuning software. 

TruePlay™ accounts for the size, construction and 

layout of any room where the speakers are placed 

and adjusts for the best possible sound. Have 

lots of hardwood and windows in your room? 

TruePlay accounts for the echo these materials 

create and adjust the sound accordingly. 

Conversely, if you have a lot of carpet and 

drapes, it accounts for that too. Now, no 

matter where you place these speakers, or 

SONOS  
IS TAKING 
MUSIC 
FURTHER

|  M A G N O L I A  M A G A Z I N E22 G E T  I N S P I R E D  @  B E S T B U Y . C O M / M A G N O L I A   23

Find out more about 
SONOS HERE

Subtle style, serious 
sound. The Sonos In-Wall 
by Sonance speakers,  
powered by the Amp for 
the full Sonos experience, 
including custom 
Trueplay™ tuning.

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=sonos&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=sonos+in-wall+speakers&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
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your furniture, you’re getting the quality of sound you’ve come to expect from 

both Sonos and Sonance. With round or optional square speaker grilles that 

can be painted to match your ceiling or walls, you get a form factor that nearly 

disappears. And with the incredible power of the Sonos Amp, you can power 

up to three pairs of these architectural speakers—so you can cover your entire 

home with just a few Amps.

The outdoor experience realized

Breaking through the walls and into the great outdoors, Sonos and Sonance 

have also developed two incredible outdoor audio solutions. The first features 

two weatherproof speakers you can mount to an eave, trellis or other structure. 

These more traditional outdoor speakers, powered by the Sonos Amp, are a 

great solution for listening to your Sonos music system on your deck or patio. 

For a solution that envelops your entire yard in sound, Sonance offers 

a speaker package that features four satellite style speakers that you place 

throughout your yard and one sub which is buried into the ground. It’s 4.1 sound 

powered by a single Sonos Amp. Want to add even more of these speakers for a 

larger yard? Simply add another 4.1 system and a second Amp and you’re good  

to go. 

Now, the amazing Sonos sound you enjoy inside can be experienced 

outside as well. 

Indoors, outdoors or wherever you want to go 

One thing every Sonos speaker has traditionally had is 

a power cord. The aptly named Sonos Move changes 

all that. Using a charging base, you can pick up this 

Sonos speaker and take it wherever you wish for ten 

hours of delectable sound. The custom-designed 

tweeter creates an ultra-wide soundstage while the 

powerful woofer delivers rich bass optimized for 

listening outside. Yes, outside. This is more than just 

a portable speaker, it’s built for the outdoors with its 

all-weather design which will withstand humidity, rain, 

snow, dust, salt spray, extreme heat, freezing cold, 

UV rays, and for those of us with two left thumbs, 

accidental drops.

Sonos Move also offers Alexa and Google 

Assistant built in and, because it’s portable, it gives you 

Bluetooth control so you can listen to tunes even when 

you’re out of Wi-Fi range. And like these other Sonos 

speakers, you get Sonos’ Trueplay technology—this time 

working automatically to detect Move’s surroundings 

and adjusting playback for balanced sound. 

Get up and go anywhere 
with the Sonos Move—the 
battery-powered Sonos 
speaker that’s as portable 
and weatherproof as  
you are. 

Roam freely

No matter where you may go, Sonos has you 

covered; from the moment you wake up with in-wall 

speakers in your bedroom, to in-ceiling speakers in 

your kitchen and family room, to your backyard with 

their new outdoor models and well beyond with 

the Sonos Move. You want music when you want, 

where you want and how you want, and Sonos, with 

the help of Magnolia, has you covered. Visit your 

nearest Magnolia Design Center to experience the 

latest offerings from Sonos, with the products, know-

how and installation capabilities to make your Sonos 

whole home experience a reality. 

Sonos Outdoor by  
Sonance speakers mount 

easily to nearly any wall and 
deliver the full Sonos audio 

experience. 

These Sonos In-Ceiling by  
Sonance speakers have 

grilles that can be painted, 
so they nearly disappear 

in your room. 

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=sonos+in-wall+speakers&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/sonance-2-ch-outdoor-streaming-music-system-white/6359679.p?skuId=6359679
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=sonos+move+speaker&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
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Over the past 15 years or so, the world 

of smart home technology has made 

incredible strides, from simple “control” 

of a few products here and there, to what we see 

today: whole home automation. And in that time, 

the smart home has gone from a nice-to-have idea, 

to becoming a cornerstone of today’s modern home.  

Nowhere is this more evident than in this Long Island 

home where the Checo family uses their smart  

home in a way that, 15 years ago, we could have only  

dreamt about.

How smart?

Smart homes are amazing: you can control nearly 

everything with the touch of a button from your 

smartphone, tablet, control screen and even with 

your voice.  And while they’re cool and futuristic, if 

you’re a parent with little kids, they’re also nearly 

essential. Imagine walking into a dark house, child in 

one arm, groceries in the other, and as you quickly 

tap the welcome key on your wall panel, the perfect 

series of lights come on to welcome you home. For 

Mrs. Checo, this is a daily occurrence. Then, at the end 

of a long day, she gets to use here favorite scene: “I 

really like ‘all media/all lights off’—because with kids, 

you don’t have to walk around and see what’s been 

left on. It’s very easy, especially when I’m in a hurry.”

To control the system, Magnolia System 

Designer John Savin chose Savant. “The simplicity 

and economy of scale with Savant is great. The 

family can control their lights, shades, doors—we 

programmed virtually everything. They’re very tech 

savvy so they are easily able to change scenes from 

room to room. They can go from ‘Welcome Home’ to 

‘House Party’ with one touch of a button on the Savant 

app. And each of these scenes transforms an entire 

room, or the entire house; turning lights to a specific 

brightness level, opening window blinds, turning on 

music, adjusting the thermostat. It really is that easy.” 

LIVING  SMARTER

For theater-quality sound, even 
in the family room, Magnolia 
installed a 5.1.2 Dolby Atmos 
surround sound system using 
architectural speakers and a sub 
mounted in the wall. 
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Audio, video: everywhere

Creating a great mood or delivering ambiance, life is 

better with great audio and video. And when you love 

this stuff, you want it everywhere. For the Checos, it’s 

about having the right sound and correct screens in 

each room. That meant installing 12 zones of audio 

throughout the home including three surround sound 

systems, giving the home exceptional sound in every 

room. Then, Magnolia added 11 zones of video 

including one spectacular dedicated theater. 

 “I’ve always liked music, the surround sound 

effect, you feel like you’re in the middle of everything,” 

Dr. Checo told us. So, Magnolia brought in an 

incredible 5.1 surround sound system to the bedroom, 

a 5.1.2 Dolby Atmos architectural sound system to 

the family room, and the theater got a stunning 5.2.2 

Dolby Atmos system powered by Bowers & Wilkins 

speakers. John added, “My background is as an audio 

engineer. I looked at the entire home and knew what 

would work from an audio standpoint.” 

To add visuals to this audio extravaganza, 

Magnolia outfitted the home with 4K TVs, and one 

extraordinary Sony 4K projector with a Screen 

Innovations 135" screen in the theater. John told us 

with a smile, “I told him, if you’re going to use this 

theater to watch regular TV, there will be bars on 

each side of the screen – so you may want to install 

automated theater curtains. He said he was fine with it 

because, as he said, ‘I have all these other TVs if I want 

to watch TV, this is for movies.’”

“When you walk into the theater, with the Dolby 

Atmos 360º atmosphere of sound, you don’t just hear 

it, you feel it,” Dr. Checo said. “That theater is more 

than I hoped. My kids love to watch movies in there. 

And especially in the winter, when there’s not a lot to 

do outside, it’s beneficial to have a place we can all sit 

and watch a movie comfortably. It’s great!” 

“With the Dolby Atmos 360º atmosphere of sound, 

             you don’t just hear it, you feel it.”

Throughout the home you’ll find 
Savant touchscreens that allow 

you to control one room, or the 
entire home, with a single touch. 

The happy homeowners, 
Fernando and Jenna Checo.
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Find out more  
about Savant HERE

Find out more about  
Dolby Atmos HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/clp-audio/dolby-atmos/pcmcat335700050006.c?id=pcmcat335700050006
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-brands/savant/pcmcat1528757517760.c?id=pcmcat1528757517760
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Below Left: This Luxul router and Ruckus wireless access point 
make all the cool stuff in the home work without issue. While 
all the cabling throughout the house is terminated in this 
custom-built DAVE panel for organization and easy access. 

Below Right: The team that made it all possible: Custom 
Service Technician, Steven Hill Jr.; Custom Programmer, 
Andrew Helicher; Specialty Sales Manager, Frank Pasqueralli; 
System Designer, John Savin; Custom Project Manager, 
Christopher Perez and Custom Lead Installer, Cesar Calle.

Future-proof

Even with a system this up-to-date, with the latest products 

and technology, Magnolia knows there’s always something 

on the horizon. That’s why they give homes like this the 

networking power for today, tomorrow, and well beyond 

so you’re ready for newer, faster and bigger. As John told 

us, “We installed commercial grade Luxul routers with 

four Ruckus wireless access points (WAP). With over 100 

switches in this house, we needed to be able to control a lot 

of products. Each Ruckus WAP can control 256 devices and 

we have four. This means we can do over 1000 devices. So 

as new technology and more products are added, we are 

more than prepared for the future.”

Magnolia also wired many of the rooms in this 

home for future expansion. For example, in the kids’ 

bedrooms, there was a desire to keep them free from TVs 

and technology today, but in the future, as they get older, 

that could change. So, Magnolia wired them for TVs and 

ran other wiring to different parts of the home to ensure 

if technology was desired later on, the foundation would 

be there, and cutting holes in the walls and running wire 

would not be necessary. 

It’s all about relationships

What started as Dr. Checo and John learning they had a 

close, mutual friend during their first encounter inside 

Magnolia, has grown into so much more—a strong mutual 

respect and friendship for one another that has helped 

build one incredible system, that both men take great 

pride in. 

“Relationships are key,” Dr. Checo noted. “Things 

are bound to go wrong, there are a lot of components 

to this, and having someone who is accessible is 

crucial. John is awesome, and all the guys who have 

been in my home really know what they’re doing.” 

Dr. Checo went on to say, “This stuff is 

complicated, it took a lot of work. When I first was 

considering doing this, I never imagined you needed 

an engineer, a project manager, a System Designer, 

but it was well worth it; I would do it again. I had other 

quotes, and this service is night and day different.” 

John added, “They live in their house—it’s made 

to enjoy. The kids do their homework on the kitchen 

table, they use the theater and all the gear. This house, 

this system, is why we do what we do.”

When you’re ready to make your home 

smarter than you ever imagined, visit your nearest 

Magnolia Design Center, where you’ll find the gear, 

the knowledge and the desire to show you just what’s 

possible in the world of audio, video and smart home 

technology.  

The kids’ bedrooms were wired for future expansion  
of technology, like TVs, so cutting holes in the walls  

and running wire would not be necessary.

Find out more  
about Luxul HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-brands/luxul/pcmcat1529518574042.c?id=pcmcat1529518574042


In 1994 the animated feature The Lion King hit 

theaters to rave reviews. And there was a good 

reason it was animated: real lions can’t talk, and 

at that time there was no good way to suspend that 

disbelief to make you think they could. Fast forward 

two-and-a-half decades later and using a wholly new 

process of filmmaking, this new version of The Lion 

King is hitting homes on 4K and Blu-ray. To celebrate 

the release of this masterpiece at home, M Magazine 

sat down with multi-Academy Award® winning Visual 

Effects Supervisor Robert Legato to talk special 

effects, home theaters and, of course, The Lion King. 

M: Tell us about the visual effects in The Lion King and 

how you were able to make talking animals a reality. 

Robert: To suspend disbelief, it had to look and feel 

like it really happened, this took about 2.5 years from 

beginning to end. We started with a reference trip to 

Africa to inspire what we were doing. We wanted the 

soul of this place in our memories. It was amazingly 

spiritual being at the birthplace of life. And, although 

it sounds corny, we really were witnessing the circle of 

life. We then took that feeling, and how it all looked, 

and completely fabricated it from scratch: every blade 

of grass, every insect, the dust in the air, everything is 

created on the computer to imitate real life. Then with 

the animals, we made them look exactly like the way 

you’ve seen a lion, a giraffe, an elephant. So, right off 

the bat, you believe what you’re seeing is something 

real and happening right in front of the camera… 

except the talking part… but we’ve pretty much won 

you over by then and now you’re interested in what 

they’re saying and doing and what it all means. 

M: How do you feel the evolution of 4K and Dolby 

Atmos has influenced the home theater experience—

influenced filmmaking in general?

Robert: With 4K it’s harder, because there is so much 

more data. Every little detail can be seen. We used 

to be able to hide behind the lack of resolution, you 

HAKUNA 
MATATA

could smear it or imply it, now it lives forever and you 

don’t want people to see any shortcuts. It makes it that 

much harder, but also that much more exciting when 

you do it. 

Four years ago, everything we did on The Lion 

King would have been impossible. When you see a 

close-up of Mufasa or Simba, you’re astounded at how 

accurate all of those little details are. It’s so correct, 

your brain just snaps to “it’s real.” 

M: Do you think about the home theater experience 

at all when creating these films or is it all about the 

cinematic experience? 

Robert: We do. When we finish something like The 

Lion King, we’re finishing it with such love and care 

that we’re trying to make the best audio and visual 

experience we can for the home theater. This is also 

a top priority for Disney, because we want to preserve 

the film forever, so we want the very best. And Disney 

does not shy away from ensuring we give the home 

theater experience the very best as well. 

M: How important is having that proper 4K, Dolby 

Atmos home theater to truly getting the most from 

movies like The Lion King? 

Robert: It is quite important. As filmmakers, we 

really want people to see it in all its glory, because 

that’s what it was designed for. Today’s giant TVs and 

screens demand 4K because you’re filling up such 

large spaces with content. When you put a 4K image 

on these screens and add Dolby Atmos sound, you’re 

in a near-theater experience. It more or less sells itself 

once you experience it. 

When you’re ready to experience The Lion King, pick 

up the 4K UHD Blu-ray at Best Buy. Then swing into 

Magnolia and let us show you how to put together the 

ultimate home theater experience to watch it on. And, 

hakuna matata, we’ve got you covered. 

A conversation with The Lion King Visual Effects Supervisor  
Robert Legato.
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“There’s only one shot in the movie that’s real, and 
that’s the first shot, everything else is completely 

fabricated from scratch.”

Shop premium TVs here

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-tv-home-theater/magnolia-home-theater-tvs/pcmcat143200050016.c?id=pcmcat143200050016


From a new look to an entirely new line, 

MartinLogan is rocking out 2019 and 

bringing in 2020 with a bang. Starting this 

fall with the next generation Motion i, MartinLogan 

delivers a new look to the proven performance and 

value this series has become known for. Then, in early 

2020, MartinLogan launches Masterpiece CI, a series 

of custom installation architectural speakers that will 

forever change your perception of the in-wall and 

in-ceiling world. Starting with the flagship Statement 

40XW—a nearly 7-foot tall, 40-driver, in-wall speaker—

this series takes the architectural speaker to glorious 

new heights. 

We recently sat down with MartinLogan’s 

National Accounts Sales and Training Director Sean 

Bennett and Product Manager Andrew Lindsey to get 

a glimpse into what these two new speaker lines are 

all about, and they didn’t disappoint. 

Motion i

For nearly a decade, the Motion Series has offered 

audio enthusiasts a speaker 

that outperforms its price. 

The latest Motion i Series 

continues that tradition, 

bringing enhanced audio 

technologies to the 

speaker range, while 

taking its aesthetic to a 

new level. As Sean told us, 

“Aesthetically, it’s much more 

pleasing. We went with a cloth 

grill for more flexibility from 

a design standpoint—and we 

changed the grill colors based 

on the color of the speakers. 

The MartinLogan badge is 

much more prominent and also 

aligns per the finish. This badge 

breaks up the speaker 

visually and adds a slimming effect. Then we curved 

the grill to match the heritage of the electrostatic grill.” 

The audio performance changes are a bit more 

subtle, focusing on details and nuances, but there are 

a few significant changes to note. “The drivers are 

new, stronger and lighter,” Andrew mentioned. “We 

strengthened the woofer without adding weight. In 

the tower model, the bass driver is mounted close to 

the floor in order to let the mid frequencies and low 

frequencies arrive at the customer’s ear at the right 

time. We created a proper time alignment between 

those drivers, which is often overlooked in something 

at this price point. But the real magic of the series 

is the folded motion tweeter. For beautiful, detailed 

sound, without any listening fatigue, it allows you to 

control the sound in the listener’s room so they can 

get incredibly detailed performance in the real world, 

not just in our lab. It’s really a practical design for 

getting amazing sound.” 
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The next evolution from 

MartinLogan

The Motion i Series is 
available in 3 colors: red 
walnut with champagne-
colored trim (shown here),  
gloss black with gunmetal 
grey trim and matte white 
with silver trim. 

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=New+MartinLogan+Motion&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
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Masterpiece CI

Known as a company not 

afraid to try what others 

won’t, MartinLogan set out 

to create an in-wall speaker 

that would rival their top 

electrostatic models. Sean 

explained, “As custom install 

(CI) speakers have grown in 

popularity we saw the need for 

a no-compromise speaker that 

would perform at levels previously 

unheard of. The Statement 40XW was 

the start of that. Let’s make the biggest, 

baddest, most refined sounding in-wall 

product that we could, then develop a series 

around it. Years ago, we created a speaker called 

the Statement E2, our definitive statement in electrostatic 

speakers at the time. And with the Masterpiece CI, we feel 

we’ve created something worthy of the name Statement 

because of its performance and style.” 

The Statement 40XW, at nearly 7-feet tall has 40 

drivers: 8 bass drivers, 16 midrange and 16 tweeters that are 

designed to be completely flush with the wall. “This series 

was the culmination of our ideas over the last few years. 

It has technologies that have never been used before on 

MartinLogan products, like the new unidirectional carbon 

fiber cone drivers. We also have new tweeters—the Folded 

Motion XT Obsidian which increases audible bandwidth 

without sacrificing detail. The result: superior realism and 

alarming specificity that is aurally astounding.”

While the Statement 40XW might seem like an 

extreme, there are four other models in this line that are 

equally stunning but designed for more conventional 

solutions. These models include the Monument 7XW 

which features seven drivers; the Tribute 5XW, and the 

Icon 3XW—what MartinLogan calls the ultimate compact 

in-wall speaker. Far from last or least, the in-ceiling model 

is the 4XC, an in-ceiling speaker that sounds so clean and 

dynamic, you’d think it was a 

superb floorstanding speaker. 

“This is a great series 

for the customer who wants 

a performance speaker but 

doesn’t want to see it,” Sean 

told us. “While towers have 

their place, this series really 

offers a no-compromise solution 

for those customers who are 

adamant that they don’t want a 

speaker on their floor, but they don’t 

want to sacrifice any performance 

associated with putting a speaker in a wall 

or ceiling either.” 

“These are also a jack-of-all-trades and a 

master-of-all,” Andrew explained. “If you love music, 

these are the CI speakers for you. If you want home 

theater, these same speakers are what you want. They’re 

so incredibly detailed and dynamic that no matter what 

content you throw on them, they perform on just an 

incredibly high level.”

Are you ready?

From amazing tower and bookshelf speakers to the 

ultimate in architectural sound, MartinLogan has you 

covered. When you’re ready to experience the next 

evolutions from MartinLogan, visit your nearest Magnolia 

Design Center where today you’ll find the new Motion i 

Series, and in the Spring, you’ll get blown away by what the 

Masterpiece CI Series has to offer. 

“This is a great series for the customer who 
wants a performance speaker but doesn’t  

want to see it,”
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The Sistine 4XC in-ceiling 
speaker: sophisticated, 
elegant and architectural. 

The Statement 40XW 
featuring 40 drivers; 
16 Folded Motion XT 
Obsidian tweeters, 
16 unidirectional carbon 
fiber midrange drivers and 
eight 6.5-inch woofers.

7 
fe

et

The lightning-fast Folded 
Motion XT Obsidian tweeter.

Find out more about  
MartinLogan HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-brands/martinlogan/pcmcat299000050002.c?id=pcmcat299000050002
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One of the things that separates Magnolia from their 

competition is design. They have this incredible ability 

to take entertainment and control and integrate it into 

an environment, rather than having it take over the space. For 

System Designer Amanda Brown-Carbajal, this concept isn’t 

just a nice-to-have in her projects, it’s an integral part of them. 

That’s why she puts a lot of thought into her designs well before 

any steps are taken to create a home entertainment solution. 

“When I first walk into someone’s home to do a consultation, 

I look at things like artwork, light fixtures, rugs. I look at their 

kitchen and their cabinets. You can tell a lot about a home from 

these things, and you get a pretty good idea—from a design 

standpoint—of what audio, video and smart home solutions will 

work best in that home.”

“In this home there was a simple, clean, modern design. 

The artwork was incredible, there was a great sense of space. 

They wanted premium audio throughout the home, as well 

as a few spaces to watch TV.” So, Amanda began designing a 

system that would have audio nearly everywhere, while at the 

same time concealing all the equipment. “The rooms needed 

to be the focus, not the technology,” Amanda told us. Using 

Sonance architectural speakers, Magnolia was able to deliver 

8 zones of audio with an incredibly minimal footprint. One of 

these zones is the in-ceiling 7.1 surround sound system for the 

giant 88" class Samsung TV in the family room, complete with 

a sub hidden in a Salamander Designs cabinet.  Another zone 

is the 5.1 surround sound system for the Samsung 75" class TV 

in the basement. To finish off the video and sound, Magnolia 

installed the same 75" class Samsung in the master bedroom 

with a Sonos soundbar/sub combo for audio.  

The master bedroom 
complete with a 75" class 

Samsung 4K TV and Sonos 
soundbar/sub combo.

S T A R T  W I T H 

DESIGN 
&  T H E  R E S T 

W I L L  F O L L O W 

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/sonos-sub-wireless-subwoofer-black/5589100.p?skuId=5589100
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/sonos-playbar-soundbar-wireless-speaker-black-silver/8028043.p?skuId=8028043
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/samsung-store/samsung-tv-home-theater/pcmcat140800050116.c?id=pcmcat140800050116&qp=collection_facet%3DCollection~Magnolia
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All of this is controlled by the Savant smart 

home system. Whether the family wants audio in one 

room, or as Mr. Myronowicz likes it, everywhere, they 

can bring their home to life with pristine sound from 

these Sonance reference quality speakers. And with 

the inside-out flow of the house, the Sonance SLS 

series outdoor sound system surrounds their outdoor 

space with 12 speakers and one sub, so no matter 

where you roam, great audio is at your beck and call. 

To add to this easy flow, Mrs. Myronowicz is 

able to mimic the screen on her smart exercise bike 

onto other TV screens using Chromecast, so she can 

do non-bike workouts in front of any TV in the house 

with comfort and ease. 

In all, with the strategic choices of TVs, 

architectural speakers and Savant control, Amanda 

and Magnolia were able to continue the modern look 

of the home, while incorporating high-end, high-

quality audio and video gear that enhances the décor 

rather than detracts from it. 

Smartly simple

The term “smart home” may conjure up concerns of 

a complicated system that you need to be incredibly 

tech-savvy to use. But with today’s smart home 

solutions, ease of use is paramount. Even with that 

simplicity, Magnolia spends time training homeowners 

on how to use these systems, so when they walk out 

the door, the customer is completely familiar with 

it. Matthew Myronowicz, the homeowner’s son and 

main contact with Magnolia, told us, “With the Savant 

system, Amanda taught me, and I taught my parents. 

It’s a very easy system to use. We went with Savant 

because we’re an Apple family through and through 

and it works very similar to the macOS operating 

system. Plus, Savant went well with the style and use 

we were looking for in this home.”  

“There are also a lot of ‘arms and legs’ to the 

system. It seems like the possibilities are endless, and 

anything we ask the Savant system to do, it can handle. 

We were also looking for adaptability—we want it 

to be able to adapt to whatever new technology 

manufacturers may throw at us in the future.”

It was this ease and adaptability that had the 

Myronowicz family wanting more. “We decided to do 

things in small phases,” Matthew told us. “We wanted 

to give Magnolia a chance, see how things went, and 

get a feeling for where we wanted things around the 

house. Now, after having this system for a little while, 

the goal is to do the lights, cameras, an intercom 

Top: Sonance SLS outdoor speakers 
surround the yard with incredible sound. 

Above: Using Chromecast, the family can 
mimic the screen on the smart exercise bike 

onto other TVs for non-bike workouts. 

 “It seems like the possibilities are 
endless, and anything we ask the 

Savant system to do, it can handle.”

This theater-style family 
room includes a 7.1-channel 
surround sound system 
and an impressive 88" 
class Samsung 4K TV. The 
sub (below) is hidden in 
a cabinet by Salamander 
Designs.  

Find out more  
about Savant HERE

Find out more about 
Salamander HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/sonance-sonarray-2-way-outdoor-speaker-system-brown-black/6253978.p?skuId=6253978
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/magnolia-brands/savant/pcmcat1528757517760.c?id=pcmcat1528757517760
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/samsung-store/samsung-tv-home-theater/pcmcat140800050116.c?id=pcmcat140800050116&qp=collection_facet%3DCollection~Magnolia
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=salamander+designs&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys
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system.” And since the creating of this article they 

have already added a 65" Seura Ultra Bright TV with 

a weather proof soundbar to the patio that integrates 

wonderfully with their outdoor audio system. “The 

ultimate goal is to have everything as connected as 

possible. We want the complete smart home: very 

clean, very modern, but also very discreet.”

Premium system, premium care

“For any system of this size, as technical and 

customizable as it is, it’s rarely going to be perfect 

the first time around,” Amanda told us. “We know that 

and we’re honest with our clients that no company 

can deliver perfection right off the bat. With Magnolia 

Care—our aftercare service—we have what’s called 

remote management; we can adjust their system 

remotely or on the fly.” 

“As an example of this, before a big college 

football game, the Myronowicz’s network shut down. 

We were able to reset the network remotely and 

troubleshoot it over the phone in time for the game. 

The next day I came out with a Magnolia Service 

Technician and we cleaned up the system a bit more 

and made sure everything was working properly.  

Any time they have an issue, we can come out and 

help them.”

Matthew added, “I like Magnolia Care—it’s a great 

service. It’s nice that our system can be monitored, 

and we don’t have to call and wait two weeks to get 

someone to come out and fix things.” 

Relationships, our biggest investment

When you make this type of investment in your home, 

it becomes more than just the gear or the cost: it’s the 

people you are working with. Amanda explains, “It’s 

building that rapport, and treating our customers like 

a friend or a family member.” 

“Being a female, I think gives me an extra push. 

I have a different view. With Mrs. Myronowicz, Martine, 

I was able to talk about design and the overall details 

of the job, not just the specs of the gear. We were able 

to mesh at a different level. Now, I’m very close to the 

entire family—they’re amazing.”

Matthew concluded, “Working with Magnolia 

and Amanda has been great. When I first called to get 

a consultation, she came out the same day, a half hour 

later! That was a great start. Now, I feel like I can call or 

text her anytime. She’s very good at getting the team 

out here. They’re polite, they’re respectful and they 

do a really good job with even the little things. They 

show up on time, they clean up after themselves and 

they don’t rush to get out, they make sure the job is 

complete—they test everything to make sure it’s done 

right, and the system turned out beautifully because 

of that.” 

Ready to bring design to the forefront of your 

home entertainment system? Reach out to Amanda or 

any of Magnolia’s System Designers. They’ll be happy 

to show you what’s possible, and help you combine 

the finest technology with the latest in design. 

Above: The Myronowicz 
family: Son Matthew, 

Martine and Mark. 
Right: The Magnolia 

crew that brought it all 
together: Apprentice, Alex 

Morales; Lead Installer 
Albert Zambrano; System 

Designer, Amanda Brown-
Carbajal and Apprentice, 

Walter Cruz. 

“The way we like to work 
at Magnolia is to build 
relationships. It’s not a 
grab and go solution.”

Pac Sales ad?

MAKE YOUR DREAM KITCHEN A REALITY

www.PacificKitchenAndHome.com

Available at

Viking offers complete ultra-premium kitchens and truly consistent design, while delivering
the quality and performance that makes Viking the true market leader. Across all product categories,

the knobs, handles, bezels, curves, angles, and lines all follow the same design cues – even the grain of stainless 
is the same from product to product. This enables the designer to create a perfectly harmonious kitchen.

VIKING PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE FOR YOUR HOME™

Pacific Sales_M Magazine_Fall 2018_Viking.indd   1 8/14/18   11:45 AM

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/electronics/pacific-sales/pcmcat249300050012.c?id=pcmcat249300050012


The Bose Soundbar 700 Premium Surround 

Package delivers a host of proprietary 

technologies, a stunning design and an 

intense sound that will have your ears, eyes and  

heart saying, “yes, please.” Comprised of the Soundbar 

700, two wireless Sound Speaker 700s and the Bass 

Module 700 wireless sub, Bose has engineered a 

sound system that belies its size, creating an audio 

experience that is truly spectacular. 

Superlative sound

It starts with a rather small yet striking form factor 

with its tempered glass top, wrap-around metal 

grille and clean, curved lines. But once you turn it on, 

you’re engrossed in a sound system that makes you 

jump back in awe. “We always start with the audio 

performance,” Bose Product Line Manager Lino Pucci 

told us. “The ability to play not just loud and with 

decent bass, but to offer a very wide soundstage that 

engages you in the action. We do this by using Bose 

proprietary PhaseGuides. These allow us to direct 

sound not just left and right but into the room to 

provide an immersive experience.” 

Bose Engineer Herb Knapp added, “On the 

engineering side, we’ve put a good amount of work 

into ensuring that the wireless connection is robust. 

We’re proud of the way the system recognizes when 

surround speakers or a bass module are added, and 

makes special adjustments to optimize each piece to 

get the very best performance. The overall experience 

is rich and immersive.”

Adding to the overall 

performance is the dialogue 

mode that really helps people 

hear the dialogue with greater 

clarity, no matter what they’re 

watching. As Lino told us, “It’s 

not just a loudness button, but 

it really makes the dialogue 

more understandable.” 

“Then, with QuietPort™, 

we were able to take the Bass 

Box 700, the best Bass Box 

we’ve created to date, and get 

incredible sound from a small package,” Herb added.  

“By virtually eliminating the noise and distortion you 

would normally get from a sub this small, you get clean, 

deep bass that was never possible before.”

More than a soundbar

Soundbars are no longer just soundbars. You have this 

fantastic speaker in one of the main rooms in your home, 

so why not use it for music too? And that’s exactly what 

Bose has done. “We designed the soundbar to sound 

great not only for video content, but it brings music 

to life as well,” Lino informed us. And you can add 

on other Bose speakers to the system for a complete 

home audio system. Whether that’s adding another 

Soundbar 700 or 500, or the HomeSpeaker 500 or 300, 

you can control them all through the Bose Music app, 

enabling you to play the same music or different music 

in different rooms throughout your home. 

Bringing it all together

To bring all your favorite music home, Bose has 

made the 700 package Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and Apple 

AirPlay 2 compatible. You also get Alexa and Google 

Assistant built right into the soundbar – so you can 

control the system with your voice, or if you prefer, 

by using the Bose Music app or the Bose Soundbar 

Universal Remote. Whether you’re streaming 

from Wi-Fi or someone comes over and wants  

 to pair it with Bluetooth, you get all the music you want, 

any way you want it. 

 Stunning sound, 

easy control, remarkable 

technology for all your music, 

no matter where it comes from: 

that’s the Bose Soundbar 700 

system. Experience it today at 

your nearest Magnolia location 

and hear what you’ve been  

missing. 
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The Bose Surround Speaker 
700 completes the system 
for a simple to set up 
surround sound experience. 

M O R E  T H A N  J U ST A  

S O U N D B A R

The Bose Soundbar 700 combined with the Bass Module 
700 wireless sub and Surround Speaker 700 (opposite 

page) creates monstrous sound from a stunningly designed 
and petite form factor. (The entire system is available in 

black or arctic white.)
Find out more about  
Bose 700 speakers HERE

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=bose+700%27s&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys


MartinLogan  
Dynamo Hi-Res 12"  
1000W Subwoofer 
Model: DYN1100XD  
SKU: 6255497

MartinLogan 
ElectroMotion ESL X  
Dual 8" Speaker 
Model: EMESLXSBD  
SKU: 5194101

Pro-Ject  
Carbon Turntable  
with 10" Evo Tonearm 
 Model: RPM 10 CARBON  
SKU: 5704502

Pioneer 
Elite Ultra HD  
Blu-ray Player 
Model: LX500

Marantz  
9.2-Channel 4K  
Ultra HD Receiver  
Model: SR6014/U1B  
SKU: 6354139

Sony  
RF Digital Surround 
Wireless Headphones 
Model: WHL600/B
SKU: 6211542

Samsung  
75" Class 8K  
LED Smart TV  
Model: QN75Q900RBFXZA 
SKU: 6323713

Sanus
Elite Series Advanced Tilt TV Wall Mount 
For Most 46" - 95” TVs - Extends 5.9" 
Model: BXT3-B1   SKU: 6212437
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Gifts so amazing, 
mistletoe would  
be redundant. 
There are gifts, then there are the gifts everyone is 

dreaming about. At Magnolia, we turn their wish 

lists into reality lists with the coolest gifts under 

the tree. From world-class speakers, receivers and 

headphones, to turntables and 8K TVs, there are few 

wishes we can’t grant. And with our expert know-

how and installation, we’ll ensure their new gift is 

everything they’ve been hoping for. 
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V-MODA 
Crossfade 2 Wireless  
Codex Edition Over-the-Ear  
Headphones  
Model: XFBT2A-MBLACK
SKU: 6250969 

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/v-moda-crossfade-2-wireless-codex-edition-over-the-ear-headphones-black/6250969.p?skuId=6250969
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/sanus-elite-series-advanced-tilt-tv-wall-mount-for-most-46-95-tvs-extends-5-9-black/6212437.p?skuId=6212437
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/martinlogan-dynamo-1100x-hi-res-12-1000w-subwoofer-satin-black/6255497.p?skuId=6255497
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/martinlogan-electromotion-dual-8-passive-2-way-floor-speaker-each-satin-black/5194101.p?skuId=5194101
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/pro-ject-rpm-stereo-turntable-black/5704502.p?skuId=5704502
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/marantz-sr-9-2-ch-bluetooth-capable-with-heos-4k-ultra-hd-hdr-compatible-a-v-home-theater-receiver-black/6354139.p?skuId=6354139
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/sony-wh-l600-rf-digital-surround-wireless-headphones-black/6211542.p?skuId=6211542
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/searchpage.jsp?st=6323713+tv&_dyncharset=UTF-8&_dynSessConf=&id=pcat17071&type=page&sc=Global&cp=1&nrp=&sp=&qp=&list=n&af=true&iht=y&usc=All+Categories&ks=960&keys=keys


48 |  M A G N O L I A  M A G A Z I N E

Rocio Lepe Salazar
Magnolia System Designer,  
Nashua, NH  

Holistic solutions, custom design  
& being female in a male industry. 

In an audio and video world that’s predominately run by men, 

Magnolia System Designer Rocio Lepe Salazar, and women 

like her, are setting a new standard in bringing the female 

perspective to this technological universe. With a greater 

focus on design and a more holistic approach to the home, 

women are helping to change how everyone in the industry 

is focusing on these products and solutions. We recently sat 

down with Rocio to discuss how being a woman has helped 

her create some awe-inspiring solutions. 

System Designer

At Magnolia, we’re called System Designers for a reason, 

because design is a big part of what we do. When a customer 

says they want this or that, I want to give them the solution 

they’re looking for while also making sure it all looks amazing. 

Women tend to focus more on aesthetics, and that’s huge for 

me. And while great audio and video are paramount, I also 

want to make sure that all of these products look as if they 

were designed into the room. 

Over the past several years I’ve seen design and 

technology really come together. Working with companies 

like Sonance with their architectural speakers, as well as other 

brands that are switching to more aesthetically pleasing 

solutions that fit into the home, customers not only get great 

performance, but great style as well. Our decisions are so 

much more focused on the design and aesthetics of a room 

than they’ve ever been before. 

A different perspective

When I started working at the Nashua Magnolia Design 

Center, I was the only female of 15 System Designers. While 

I love audio and video, I knew there was still a lot to learn, 

but one thing I knew right away was relationships and how 

to build them. I fell in love with what Magnolia stood for and 

the services that they offered. I can learn about products, but 

when you tell me I can give customers this amazing personal 

experience tailored to their needs and their home’s design,  

that’s where I get my motivation, and that is where I’ve found 

success. And thankfully, because of that success, they have 

hired four more female System Designers at my store.     

That being said, we need more women in this industry. I 

feel we connect with clients in a unique way. It would be great 

to see more female System Designers and more women in the 

audio and video world as a whole. I hope the opportunities 

Magnolia has given women like me, along with the success we 

have had, inspires more women to get into this field. 
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Pac Sales Ad

Hear the Difference
The MOMENTUM Series

It’s that moment. That moment when you hear a tiny little 
sound in your all-time favorite song and it’s like you’ve never 
heard the song even once before.

That moment is our purpose. Because for seventy-fi ve years, 
we have dedicated ourselves to delivering that moment of 
fresh discovery while leading the global charge in audio 
innovation in the studio, on the stage, and in the lab.

But above all, this family-owned business has always 
pursued excellence. Something that’s always been in style 
with sound connoisseurs, sound professionals and people 
who can truly hear the difference.  

Find your nearest Magnolia store to experience 
the MOMENTUM Series for yourself.

0919_Sennheiser_Momentum Series_FP_Ad_MMagazine.indd   1 9/24/19   4:21 PM
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